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Why Was The B-Line Created, and What Relevance Does it Hold Today?

Correspondence 

Introduction

The events unfolding on the world stage in the Second World War would see a complete transformation in the trends and conventions of previous conflicts, markedly different from even the First World War almost thirty years previous. Mankind has never experienced death and destruction on such a huge scale as was seen between the years of 1939 - 1945.
 Official records are very well archived, documenting the Politics and Military actions of the time extensively through a staggering quantity of ephemera. Less well documented are the diaries and personal documents, telling the ‘human stories’ of the soldiers, airmen and sailors who fought and died. It is somewhere between these two extremes of archive that The B-Line exists. 

What is The B-Line?

The B-Line was a monthly magazine produced primarily for the male soldiers of the 48th Royal Tank Regiment, B Squadron. Although the magazine was produced primarily for this audience it was not uncommon for the magazines to be sent to civilian families back in England, or be read by other units. “Between 110 and 120 copies”
 were printed each month, selling at “3d. Each.”
 It is worth noting that the price of three pence was easily affordable for the men at the time. When the Unit was stationed in Sanderstead from September 1939 – May 1940 “London was a four penny bus ride away”
. The B-Line ran for 30 issues
, from January 1943 – August 1945 plus one souvenir edition printed at what was the Cedar Press, Thomasons ltd in Hounslow at the close of the war.

My late grandfather (1916 – 2001) (fig 1), with his friend and comrade, Alan Gilmore (deceased) (fig 2) co-edited The B-Line from 1943 to 1945. Yet it was not only their task to edit the magazine.

“For two and half years Geoff Thomason has combined offices of editor, printer and circulation manager in addition to providing regular contributions. G.G.T has performed nearly all the work in his spare time. [He] has undoubtedly been the main factor in B-Line longevity.”

The magazine was started upon the suggestion of one of my grandfather’s and Gilmore’s officers, Captain Henry. D. Palmer (fig 3). Capt. Palmer assisted in the creation the magazine and is cited as “an ever-present help in trouble”
 (of which there must have been a lot!), much of the “heavy work on the duplicator”
 is attributed to him. Pre-production started in the December of 1942 with the first issue printed in the grounds of Hoddom Castle in January 1943
, where the unit was based at the time (the camp at Hoddom Castle has since become a caravan park
, a far cry from it’s previous home of The B Line). The magazine would see two more monthly editions produced from the safety of the Scottish castle before the unit was dispatched to Algeria
. From here the “B Line office followed the tanks over many hundreds of miles of North Africa and Italy, until scores of office staffs must be fed up with the sight of it.”
 

Production

Through the life of The B-Line, the magazine was printed in various different sizes and paper stocks. Even though the stock materials would change on a monthly basis, the method in which it was produced did not change for its 30 month
 life span.

“You may, on perusing the first issue, decide that it looks somewhat green in a metaphorical and literal sense. This, we feel is not due to lack of talent among our contributors, but the difficulties imposed by the necessity of producing it with a typewriter and duplicating machine.”

(fig 4)

In this instance, the term “green” refers to the unofficial military colloquialism, described by Gordon L Rottman in his book, ‘Fubar Solder Slang of World War II’ as “inexperienced, e.g., ‘green soldier’, ‘green unit’”
. The first two editions of the magazine, both printed at Hoddom Castle utilised a light green paper stock. It is likely that this stock was taken from the supplies at the camp, or purchased locally (Although the third issue was also printed at the same location, I can not comment on the paper stock as it is missing from my collection, I make an assumption that it would have been printed on the same stock). Towards the end of the introduction of the first issue my grandfather writes, “We are not without hope that it may be possible, if the first issues are received with favour, to get later ones printed.”
 This hope was however quashed as is expressed in the introduction to the second issue.

“The high cost of type-setting would make the printing of so small a magazine a completely uneconomic proposition, so we shall continue to use the duplicator, subject to the permission of the Orderly Room staff, to whom we extend our thanks for their invaluable assistance. Perhaps after running the roller over a few more copies we shall find out how the darned thing works.”

One can assume that in the interim period between the issues, print prices were investigated and could not be justified. “A small duplicator” was bought for The B-Line, likely in March of 1943 from the proceeds of a dance in Annan, Scotland.
 This allowed The B-Line to continue production as they left the safety of Hoddom Castle, ultimately bound for Algeria on March 12th 1943
. On May 11th 1943, B Squadron moved into Cap Bon in the north east of Tunisia and found a crucial tool to aid The B-Line’s production. 

… “And when, on Cap Bon, the Germans obligingly left us a French portable typewriter, we became more or less self-supporting. On this machine, with the oddly arranged keyboard and the W that always sticks down, we have already typed 25 complete issues, representing more than 150,000 words.”

Printing with a duplicating machine is a time consuming and laborious process, but was the only available option in the situations in which The B-Line was produced. The B-Line was printed with a Mimeograph process. This process uses a stencil consisting of a fibre sheet, coated with a waxy substance. The stencil can be fed through a conventional typewriter (with the ink ribbon removed) allowing the strikes from the metal letterforms to penetrate the wax through to the fibre layer. The stencil is then wrapped around a roller in the duplicating machine. As the paper is fed through the manual machine, ink is forced through the fibre layer where the wax has been cut.
 Using a stylus, images can be traced into the wax stencil and printed in the same fashion. Producing the pages is technically demanding, as pressure settings on the duplicating machine must be perfect to ensure even ink coverage. Care must also be taken when creating and handling the stencil, as indentations into the wax layer will print. The print process is perhaps not suited to the stresses and conditions of working in the scorching North African desert, but I believe one would be hard pressed to find a process that was! Nevertheless, even when issues were printed, near-illegibly, they were still put out and read by the men. 

“On more than one occasion the heat melted our duplicator roller out of shape, and the wind blew our stencils into the dust. Yet somehow or other the thing has come out, and our long suffering readers have waded through indifferent articles in illegible type (fig 5) and commented “Another good issue!” This encouragement, whether sincere or not is the chief reason why, with the exception of two months when operations separated us from our typewriter, we have maintained continuous publication.”

This I believe shows the character of the publication and it’s audience, that even in the times when the printing produced illegibility in its pages, it was still bought up by the men. In my interview with Stuart Wheeler of the Bovington Tank Museum, he parallels reading The B-Line with the same energy and anticipation of reading a letter from home.

“Once that started rolling [The B-Line], it’s like, “when’s the next month’s coming”, people would probably read it cover to cover and back again, like you would a letter.”

In the times when the unit was moving rapidly around North Africa, through Algeria and into Tunisia, post from home would have struggled to reach them. They were almost completely isolated. Parallels with troops in our modern military can only go so far. Yes, the troops now based in Afghanistan and Iraq are fighting in and experiencing a similar climate to that of North Africa, but they are not isolated in the same way. 

“They’ve [modern soldiers] got entertainment access. Dvd’s, Tv, Phone calls back, these guys [my grandfather & comrades] didn’t. They were sent out there, very little chance of leave, danger of being killed all the time. With the bombing campaigns, not knowing what’s going on at home etc. So all the time they’re there, they are much more cut off, than these guys [modern soldiers] even in Afghanistan are, because they haven’t got that contact, and that’s why this [The B-Line] is far more ‘real’ to them and necessary.”

The isolation of the men’s existence would have made The B-Line all the more required in their day to day routine. It would have provided a light hearted familiarity, something to look forward to. 

My relationship with The B-Line
The copies of The B-Line that I hold in my possession are the only copies I know for definite to have survived the years since their creation. It is however almost certain that copies do survive in the possession of some of the members of the unit, or the families of the deceased. In a letter to my grandfather dated 26th June 1991, Henry Palmer writes: 

“I have a complete set of the magazines somewhere. I will have to try and find them & look at them.”
 

It is with regret that I write that Henry Palmer is one of the last surviving ‘core members’ of The B-Line team, with both my Grandfather and Alan Gilmore deceased. Fortunately I was able to make contact with him (however, unfortunately slightly too late in my research to arrange a time for a substantial interview) and he mentioned that he believed his collection of The B-Line to be stashed in his loft. In another letter, dated June 30th 1991, Edgar Criddle (a regular contributor to the issues) states that another full collection exists. 


“the discovery that Geoff Bartlett, showing an admirable foresight, had kept a complete set of B LINES; which obviously it’s modest creator [my grandfather] had failed to do.”
   

The scarcity of the issues, or indeed any substantial information pertaining to them makes them far more valuable to me personally and indeed all the more important that I discover and record all about them I can, before time manages to completely erode the links with the past. 

I remember hearing about The B-Line when I was a child, but it is only the past year that I went looking for the original issues. After scouring a dark, dusty and heavily cobwebbed loft I eventually found them under my grandmother’s bed in an old box of photos and family records. It is almost certain that if I did not go searching for them, they would have eventually been discarded, or hidden away forever. I find the magazines utterly captivating. When I look over the yellowed and crumbling pages I feel a sense of connection with a man I never really knew. The man I knew as a child was my grandfather, a kind, quiet, thoughtful and observant aging man. Pipe in mouth, he would slowly yet purposely potter around the house in Old Windsor, improvising solutions to problems with whatever materials lay to hand. However, as I read the words written some sixty-five years ago I visualise a cheerful and intelligent man, just a few years older than myself, interested in journalistic pursuits and self-publishing, making the best of the situation he found himself in. He was satisfying his passion for journalism, which he would successfully follow for the rest of his working life, returning home to eventually become editor of the family owned paper, The Middlesex Chronicle
, until it’s sale in 1972
. I can imagine that finding myself in the same circumstances I would act in much the same way, filling my spare time with the creation of documents linked to my own personal practise. The broad practise of graphic design is closely linked to journalism, they are two sides of the same coin. They both deal with the personal desire to communicate opinion to others.

I hold in my hands the legacy of one of the most important times in my grandfather’s life. My greatest wish is to be able to communicate the information to others, but I have a concern that people will not find the information interesting. I feel that the content of the magazines plays a small part in my reasoning in finding them so compelling. The largest reason must be because of my direct links with the documents’ creator. I feel that I appreciate the documents on what I tentatively call a higher level, due to my graphic design training and background. The level of work that has gone into the creation, development and maintenance of this archive, from writing content, sourcing print materials and the subsequent print and circulation is a staggering achievement at any time, let alone in the time and places which played home to The B-Line office. 

I have mixed feelings on the idea of the donation of the magazines to an institution such as Bovington Tank Museum. Whilst I feel that documents such as these have a place in a museum, where they can be seen by others, who may have their own personal links to those mentioned within it’s pages, I also feel as if these are a part of my family’s own personal history, and for me a personal link with my grandfather. It feels that historical documents and artefacts are passed onto museum institutions when they no longer serve a direct purpose to their owners, or when all those they pertain to have died and gone. In me, the magazine has found a new purpose and readership. At present I deal with a struggle of whether to release the magazines to the public realm, or to retain them in the personal family archive. My grandfather had a very keen interest in history and “was even vice president of the Hounslow & District History Society”
. In Family Business, the history of the (then) family owned Middlesex Chronicle, my grandfather writes: 

“My staff, perhaps with some justification believed me to be more interested in the past than the present”

I hypothesise that the three copies of The B-Line Souvenir edition held by the archives at Bovington Tank Museum were donated by my grandfather. Yet it seems strange that the Museum holds none of the original issues. This is peculiar, as after all, who would have known these magazines better than my grandfather, after producing each one of them. I believe that my grandfather held a stronger link with the original production issues, than that of the souvenir edition, printed at the close of the war in England. 

The selfish desire to retain ownership of physical histories is powerful and overwhelming. Donating the magazines to a museum institution, perhaps whilst technically retaining ownership would feel like physically severing links I have recently forged with my own personal family history. Yet I somehow feel that taking my grandfathers keen interest in history into account, the magazines should go to the archives at Bovington, so they may be preserved for the future. 

My Grandfather maintaining a remote archive

A note written on the blank back page of the September 1943 issue reads:

“Sept 30th 1943

Dear Peg,

Herewith the new B-Line. Bad printing this time is due to inferior stencils, which are all we can get at the moment. Already we are thinking about the Christmas number.

Geoff.”

This note leads me to believe that the collection I hold, are the numbers which were posted to Peg (my grandfather’s sister), as opposed to what I had earlier believed, magazines which my grandfather brought back from the war with him. I only have twenty-eight of the thirty magazines produced. The magazines being posted from Africa or across Europe may have accounted for this, as post in wartime was must have been anything but reliable, or they may have simply been misplaced in the years from their creation to the present. Certainly my grandfather was routinely sending the magazines back to Peg, establishing a remote archive of his own. As my grandfather was on active duty, it is very possible that he, like many of his comrades could have lost his life and with it, any archive of The B-Line. Routinely posting every issue home meant that in the event of his death, the magazine would not be forgotten. By posting the publications home, he also obviously sent signals to his family that he was alive, well and keeping himself occupied. I spoke to Stuart Wheeler, Librarian in the archives of Bovington Tank Museum, about The B-line. He gave his suggestions on the reasoning of sending The B-Line numbers home.

“I think when you’re producing it, you’re realising that it is history as you’re writing it, and it is a record of that unit when you’re doing it. He’s well aware of that. Keeping a record of it, and keeping it somewhere safe, because you never know what’s going to happen to you. They were in a fighting unit, not in a rear echelon unit where you might not see any combat, they’re in a combat unit. So, send them back while you’ve got them going. It is a record of their period in time.”

Unique Nature of the B line

When I started to search for other publications of this ilk I was incredibly surprised to discover that The B-Line is fairly unique in what it achieved. In a letter from Katherine Moody of the Printed Books department at the Imperial War Museum, she writes that they do not hold any similar publications in their archives. 

“I have searched our catalogue but have not been able to find anything directly comparable in our collection. We have various magazines produced at higher levels, such as divisional or corps magazines and also a few produced by individual depots, artillery and engineers units (some of which are simply general news reports taken from the BBC broadcasts).”

The B-Line is incredibly rare in that it is written at squadron level, with credited submissions directly from the men in the unit.

In the souvenir edition of the magazine, my grandfather writes how he had never expected that the magazine would survive, let alone for thirty monthly issues and continue until the demobilisation of the unit after the close of the war. He also mentions other magazines, for which unfortunately I am yet to discover any information.

“We were none to sanguine about its prospects when the idea was suggested by Capt. Palmer. If it doesn’t fade out through lack of contributions or lack of readers, or if our expected move to foreign parts doesn’t make it possible to get the necessary materials, then surely it will be banned, as other unit magazines have been, for saying something the higher ups don’t like. Yet none of these things happened.”

There was one point in the magazine’s life however, where an end to production was considered, but was somewhat rebelled against by its readership. 

“We were rash enough to cast doubts about the interest taken in the B-Line, and to wonder whether it was worth the trouble of publication. Well, it seems we needn’t have worried; sufficient comments have reached us to suggest that the B-Line, small, unpretentious and imperfect as it may be, has plenty of appreciative readers inside and outside the squadron” 

In a letter to the magazine, Medical Officer Capt. Gilmore (a different Gilmore to the co-editor of the magazine) exclaims:

“Surely you were in a manic depressive mood last month. In the main I should have said that the B-line was going from strength to strength and lack of contributions doesn’t mean anything – at least it doesn’t mean a lack of interest in the magazine… The average man is lazy, likes to be spoon-fed and (in these days of potted, passive entertainment) (I wonder what Capt. Gilmore would have made of today’s entertainment?) has lost his ability to create anything for himself. It is a dismal but true picture. The exception to this state of affairs – the B-Line – goes to prove the rule. On no account stop publication.
”

I would hypothesise that after 18 subsequent months of the magazine’s publications, it had become commonplace amongst the unit and in a sense, they started to take it for granted. However as soon as there was a threat of the magazine being withdrawn they perhaps would have realised how much it would be missed.

The Royal Tank Regiment already had a publication, shrewdly named, The Tank. The Tank journal was started in 1919 in a monthly format.
 The Tank still continues to this day, although post WWII it changed from a monthly publication to quarterly. The Tank journal’s content changed dramatically during the war time years, from what it had existed as before. Before the war, the journal was bursting with content and formal articles. It outlined unit information and events for each battalion within the Royal Tank Regiment. “Pre war you get each battalion writing down what the battalion was doing. Most of it focuses on sport.”
 Where as during the war years the publication shrinks dramatically in size, contrary to what one would perhaps expect, there isn’t very much to report. Stuart Wheeler explained to me why this occurred.

“They’re not writing anything to do with articles on miscellaneous items. They’re really focussed during the war on just recounting tactics. Possibly what’s going on, but they won’t put any unit information in there. There’s not enough time, the units are moving around so rapidly.”

During the war years the kind of information that would have been of interest to the men simply didn’t exist, it had been filtered out of The Tank, the regiment’s only social publication. That said, even during The Tank’s ‘glory years’, it was not covering events with such a focus as was seen in The B-Line. 

“What he’s [my grandfather] doing here is basically filling in all the gaps that his squadron would not have been able to find in any other publication. He’s providing a reading matter that even when The Tank was probably at it’s best time, wouldn’t of been producing because its on a lower level. This type of stuff just wouldn’t be getting in there, even in peacetime. So he is producing a publication that was there for the men in B Squadron, it’s ideal for them.”

The B-Line plugged a gap, providing its relatively small core audience with information, which was directly relevant to them. In other, more ‘official’ publications such as the aforementioned The Tank or the Regimental War Diaries, specific troopers would very rarely be mentioned. “They’re sort of less personal. If you’re an officer, you’d tend to get mentioned. Whereas at squadron level, you wouldn’t have been mentioned as troopers.”
 The B-Line was entirely different to these other publications. It could focus right down onto specific men and very local happenings. Reading The B-Line, as a member of B Squadron would have brought with it a sense of belonging, like being a member of a very exclusive club. The issues are laced with in jokes and terms that are indecipherable to outsiders. Reading through the issues now, as a civilian in the 21st century I find that much of the content makes little sense. Although a subsequent degree of this can be attributed to a change in the use of language over the last six decades, I would suppose that you really did ‘have to be there.’ For instance, a cartoon illustration in the second issue, part of a series which sporadically appears through The B-Line numbers, ‘Technical Terms Illustrated’
 (fig 6.) shows a tank about to drive off a cliff. The caption at the bottom reads, “No.1 FINAL DRIVE”
. I can understand the link between “final”
 and the subsequent destruction of the tank which would occur if the cartoon illustration were to be enacted, but the rest of the meaning of the piece is lost on me, as I do not have the base understanding of the magazines intended readership. I suspect that the understanding of the term, “final drive”
 is entirely dependent on the reader having military tank experience.  The content of the magazine as a whole is a product of its time, and it expects its readership to be familiar with the terminology and process of WWII military life. 

The B-Line is a type of publication that could not exist today, due to amongst other factors, the advancement of technology. One would assume that the constant advancement of technology would allow more options when self-publishing, and it is certainly true that now through desktop publishing programs it is easier than ever to self-publish work. However, I would argue that the advancement of technology in fact severely limits the creative opportunities to create lasting publications in the vein of The B-Line. With the development of the Internet the vast majority of self-published work that could have only existed in the physical print realm, now exists solely in the digital. It is far less likely that any member of the military on active duty would now go to the trouble of sourcing paper stocks and print materials, as all content could be distributed free of charge to a much larger audience through the web. 

“It’s Blogs. Web blogs. It’s instant and you are your own journalist, printer, the whole thing. It’s effectively put the journals and this type of magazines out of a loop really. They’ve really just stayed social sporting commentaries with a bit of technical level stuff. Because it’s so immediate. You’re getting what they’re feeling, they can write poetry, whatever they’re feeling can come out immediately in those blogs. It’s probably revolutionised the way that we can see and feel war. It’s revolutionised it because they have immediate contacts, immediate family, all this type of stuff. Its there.”

However, following recent Ministry of Defence PR disasters such as “the MoD allowing two of the HMS Cornwall sailors held captive in Iran to be paid for their stories”
, or the release of images and video which “has previously led to investigations into the abuse of Iraqis.”
, the MoD has banned all “military personnel”
 from "all public speaking, writing or other communications, including via the internet and other sharing technologies, on issues arising from an individual's official business or experience, whether on-duty, off-duty or in spare time"
. The Guardian reported “the MoD was experimenting with authorised blogs from Afghanistan. It was also seeking "legitimate outlets for people to express themselves".”
 Although for now the MoD has put a halt to the creative outlets, people will always break the rules. 

“You will come across diaries that people kept, but you weren’t allowed to keep personal diaries, people will have kept them, but they weren’t supposed to. You weren’t supposed to write in your letters where you were etc. Now these guys are regularly just saying, “I’m in Helmand province”. You have these video cameras there, almost constantly on them.”

Readership

Although the initial readership of the magazine was obviously intended as the entirely male B Squadron, eventually the magazine would start to reach others as well. In the fourteenth issue, while based in North Africa my grandfather writes,

“The B-Lines widening circle of readership now encompasses many outside the members of the squadron for whom it was planned. Our recent questionnaire proved that something like fifty copies, or nearly half the total number printed are sent monthly to relatives and friends, from whom some appreciative comments have been received. We imagine all the senders have their work cut out trying to explain all the topical allusions. Copies now reach the B Squadrons of the 12th and 145.”

It is mentioned here that the magazines were reaching the B Squadrons of the 12th and 154th. Whilst I understand that there may have been a kind of friendly rivalry between the different squadrons within the regiment – A, B and C, this also insinuates that there may have existed a kind of special allegiance between the B Squadrons of the various regiments as a whole. It would make sense that a magazine named ‘The B Line’ would be more likely to have another life in a fellow B Squadron, as opposed to A or C. Tom Canning who “served in the 21st Tank bde alongside the 48th RTR”
 tells of how he never knew of the magazine and suggests that hierarchy and snobbery within the units may have been to blame. 

“[I] never heard of this magazine - which doesn't surprise me in any way as the 48th were the senoir (sic) regiment and sort of looked down on us RAC* types...so we called them - as did the North Irish Horse of 25th Tank bde - "Golden Tracks" based on the battalion colours of Gold and Blue”

*Royal Armoured Corps

Within the same issue there is a request on the suggestion of a “home reader”
 for “the best short impression of some aspect of life in North Africa.”
 Such a request would go a way to elaborating on often-indecipherable language and happenings to the civilian reader. For this competition, a prize was offered for the best submission. The reward of prizes was fairly common in order to promote the writing of new material as well as input from members of the squadron who had yet to contribute. This competition was won by Tpr (trooper) Les. Clay with his submission, “N.A. In a Nutshell”
:


“Stifling heat, perpetual thirst,


Fields of wheal and clouds of dust,


Palm trees, wadis, stagnant pools,


Camels, goats and lanky mules,


Barking dogs and beating drums,


Lousy Wogs and insects’ hum,


Bullfrogs’ screech through swelt’ring night,


Septic sores and mozzy’s bite,


Gliding stork and forest fire,


Trees of cork and tangles briar,


Stinking streets with noisy bars,


Surging troops with Afric’ stars,


Driving rain and snow-capped peaks,


Sodden clothes and frozen feet,


Beacoup fire and muscatel,


And now P.T (that hurts like hell)


. . .


And so we start the round once more,


Which seems to me an awful bore.
”

This poem is obviously an effort to condense the lives of the men into a short descriptive piece of verse which could give a context to the content when read by the (now rather large) portion of the readership which was not based in North Africa, and therefore had no direct reference to the squadron’s day-to-day lives or surroundings. Although by no means the focus of this body of writing I feel that I should comment on the level of casual racism that is at times evident within The B-Line and other writings from this period: “Lousy Wogs”
. The world was a very different place in the 1940s. Attitudes and understandings have obviously developed substantially since. For example, India would not be granted independence until two years after the war in 1947.
 This study is not the place to explore the use of racial language in British society, but in exceedingly simple terms it can be assumed that due to the evolution of British understanding and values, such use of derogative language could (and would) never exist in a publication in the present day. 

Is The B-Line important today?
The B-Line is tremendously important today and has a home in two separate archives, my family’s personal archive, as well as that of a public museum archive. The B-Line also fulfils different purposes depending on which archive it is a part of. The B-Line has been offered a home in the archive of the Tank Museum at Bovington, which out of all available museum institutions would seem to be ‘its spiritual home’, as the Royal Tank Regiment’s HQ is at Bovington, literally next door to the museum.

“With a lot of the infantry battalions, they have their own regimental museum. What we have here [Bovington Tank Museum] is all the Royal Tank Regiments in one museum, so anyone, even if they didn’t know their father or fathers father was in 48th [R.T.R] they can come here, we can point it out to them. They might even go through these [The B Line] and find a name. He might be down in there as a trooper or a sergeant major… All the time it’s not just what they [The B Line] are, its what they can be to someone else. It’s the information they hold which whilst is important to the guys who are reading them at the time [of publication] can be important to the generations following them. This is an additional resource, and now an important one, so yes, it would be nice to have them here [Bovington Tank Museum archives].”

The B-line has also inherited a new importance; the newfound significance to me personally, which did not exist before the documents were rediscovered. The documents are of a huge sentimental worth to both my family and myself, donating them to a museum now, would in part, feel like loosing them again. The condition of the documents whilst good overall is showing severe signs of aging in a few issues, so they do ultimately need to be treated and stored professionally. The damaged issues seem to have all been printed on the same kind of paper stock, which unlike the other documents has aged badly. Some of the stock has become brittle and has started to crumble away in places. Eventually, I am sure that the magazines will be donated to the Bovington Tank Museum. 

Conclusion

I feel that if those who share links with the magazine’s creators, contributors or those mentioned are able to view and experience the journals; they will forge a relationship with the past, as I have during the process of my research. Through the process of this project and writing this document I have been researching reflexively. Normally when researching, an effort is made to distance one’s self from the subject, to step back and remain impartial. In this way any analysis and conclusions reached from the research should not be swayed by personal feelings. This is not something I have been able to do in the creation of this document. The very reason I find The B-Line so fascinating and compelling is because of my direct family links with its creator. Had I forced myself to research The B-Line, disregarding my family links with the documents, I would have undermined my whole relationship to the study and its worth to me. The purpose of The B-Line is now not fixed to being a record of the intelligent and brave men who served with the 48th R.T.R between the years of 1939 and 1945; it also now serves a new purpose as a personal link between my late grandfather and myself. Through reading and studying the words printed on these aging and yellowing documents, I now feel closer to my grandfather than I ever have before. 
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